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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 3726 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG 

SUBJECT: KUWAITI DRILLING NEAR IRAQI BORDER 

REF: (A) KUWAIT 3053 (B ) KUWAIT 2273 (C) KUWAIT 1923 

1 . OIL MINISTRY EXPATRIATE EMPLOYEE INVOLVED IN DRILLING PROGRAM 
TOLD ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL SECTION CHIEF JULY 6 THAT RADQA 
(FORMERLY CALLED JIRFAN II) WELL IS READY FOR TESTING. 

ALL ACTIVITY IN PROGRAM IS BEING SPECIFICALLY ORDERED BY 
THE PRIME MINISTER BECAUSE OF POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS. 

WHILE OIL MINISTRY COULD SIMPLY HAVE TESTED WELL AND 

LET ANY OIL DISCOVERED FLOW INTO A NEARBY BURN BASIS. SOURCE SAID 

PRIME MINISTER HAS FORBIDDEN THIS BECAUSE BURNING OFF 

OIL WOULD PROVOKE THE IRAQIS AND ALSO BECAUSE THERE 

MIGHT BE A GOOD DEAL OF WASTE INVOLVED INCE MINISTRY 

BELIEVES WELL LIKELY TO PRODUCE 3-5,000 BARRELS DAILY 

AT MINIMUM. SOURCE SAID PRIME MINISTER HAD ORDERED THAT 
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7 INCH SURFACE PIPELINE BE CONSTRUCTED FROM WELL 37 KM 
SOUTH TO LINK UP WITH EXISTING PIPELINE AT RAWDATAIN. 

HOWEVER, MINISTRY CONVINCED HIM THIS WOULD BE UNNECESSARY 
EXPENSE GIVEN THE UNCERTAINTY ABOUT ACTUAL OIL IN THE 
AREA. THEY HAVE THEREFORE COMPROMISED BY AGREEING ON 
CONSTRUCTION OF A 7 INCH PIPELINE EXTENDING 5 KM 
SOUTH OF WELL/BORDER TO A BURN PIT. OIL 
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WOULD THEN BE TRUCKED TO EXISTING PIPELINE AND ANY ASSOCIATED 
GAS FLARED IN THE DAY TIME SO AS TO AVOID PROVOKING THE 
IRAQIS AND GIVING THEM ANY INDICATION AS TO THE AMOUNT 
OF OIL BEING PRODUCED. SOURCE SAID THAT ACTUAL TESTING 
OF WELL WOULD TAKE PLACE UPON COMPLETION OF PIPELINE ABOUT 
AUGUST 15. 

2. SOURCE, PETROLEUM ENGINEER WITH 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE, 

17 OF THEM IN KUWAIT, SAID THERE IS NO QUESTIONIN HIS 
MIND BUT THAT KUWAITIS ARE SIMPLY DRILLING INTO SOUTHERN 
EXTENSION OF IRAQI RUM ATT, A FIELD. 

MAESTRONE 
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